Minutes -  1st Meeting of The Savannah Wedding Tourism Council
                  Tuesday, 2/10.2009

The first official meeting if the newly formed Savannah Wedding Tourism Council was informally called to order by acting President, James Byous, at 5:10 PM on Tuesday, February 10, 2009.

The meeting was held at The Bryan Stovall Gallery and Studio at 10 Whittaker Street.  Attendees and the businesses they represent are as follows (Those Highlighted in yellow are now paid members):

Rev. Will Barnes, Offciant

Judge Emory Bazemore, Ret., Officiant

Annette & Dennis Jones, Annette Jones Floral

Scott Decker, Something Blue Magazine

Bryan Stovall, Bryan Stovall Gallery and Studio

Kelli Roberson & Lisa Porter, Coastal Heritage Society

Jim & Becky Byous, An Affair To Remember/J Byous Photography
Josh Davis, Bullseye Advertising

Raven Leonard, River Street Sweets

Chris Wray, Savannah Marketing

Rev. Doug McGarity, A Perfect Wedding, Officiant
Linda Bell, The Inn at Ellis Square

Russell Browne, Savannah Pedicab

Jamie Whitaker & Dawn Quattlebaum, Gray Line/Swept Away Tours

Kai Williams, Country Inn & Suites

Bryan & Janet Roussell, Roussell’s Garden

Laura & Fred Mackey, The Mackey House
Amanda Evans, Kelly Tours

Vicki Sepielli, Kiwi Fleur

Amanda Hollowell, Classic Party Rentals
Linda Bray, Ruth’s Chris Steak House
Chris Kohut, Ceremonial Lutening

Hannah Gaber Salitan, HSGS Photography

Those who have joined before or since the meeting are:

    Madeline Warren of Elegant Gifts

    James Dunlop of The Hamilton-Turner Inn

    Julie Mussleman of Hostess City Celebrations

    Dan Zynda of Mobile Music 1
    Rev. Ursula Guenzel, Officiant, of Weddings To Remember
Jim (Byous) briefly introduced himself sighting the combination of his wedding experience along with wife, Becky, in the wedding planning/photography business they own along with his Masters degree in History/Heritage Tourism as the basis for forming the idea of The Savannah Wedding Tourism Council several months ago.
The idea of some sort of wedding association was discussed among some friends in the wedding industry, then he was encouraged just recently by Annette Jones of Annette Jones Floral to go ahead and follow through with the concept as soon as possible.

Two small meetings with a core group that had expressed interest led to the early 2009 push that culminated with the February 10th meeting and actual beginning of the Council.  

A copy of a very encouraging letter from Dan Zynda, of Mobile 1 Music, one of the first to sign up to join was read to the group by Lisa Ballard of Blue Water PR.  Dan eloquently expressed the need for and possibilities for an organization such as this.
Jim went on to explain how we are not forming to compete with existing Savannah groups such as the CVCC and TLC, but that we look forward to working hand in hand with them to reach our goals.

He referred to a hand out given to each attendee that expressed the mission and goals of the SWTC which are as follows:

1. To promote Savannah world wide as a destination wedding location.

2. To stimulate commerce for the Savannah area through the wedding, hospitality and tourism industry.

3. To educate the community and region on the benefits of expanded wedding tourism to compete in the worldwide wedding tourism industry.

4. To provide insight and direction to guidelines on wedding practices to avoid becoming a “plastic” wedding city.

5. To promote member businesses through various internet and print advertising and publishing by pooling resources and collectively soliciting grants and other sources.

6. To research and disseminate statistics and information for use by the wedding, hospitality and tourism industry in Savannah.

7. To train and promote practices and techniques in wedding tourism.

8. To encourage intra-council promotion of member businesses.

He explained that the initial members from that meeting would pay the first $50 of their annual dues to sign up in order that we have the funds to incorporate and begin the process of becoming the 501 (C) (6).  The group is requesting that the $150 balance of the $200 annual dues be paid by 4/1/09.  The membership year and fiscal year for the organization will be from April 1st through March 31st each year, pending approval by the by-laws committee.

The impact that one moderate size destination wedding can have on the community was demonstrated when Becky Byous read the number of businesses and vendors that were used by a November 2008 couple who had 40 guests attend their destination wedding here.  The wedding group of 40 represented nine different states.  No one was from Savannah.

Lodging services included three Tybee Island Beach Houses, The DoubleTree Hotel and The Kehoe House in Downtown Savannah.  Eight restaurants were used for planned events by the group, two on the islands and six in the downtown area including The Lady and Sons for a rehearsal dinner and Vic’s on the River for the wedding reception.
Three tour companies were used in their plans.  One for deep sea fishing, one for trolley services on the wedding day and a carriage tour company.  Other services in addition to the wedding consultant, photographer, minister, & musician included, a local beauty salon, a spa, pet sitters and party rentals.  These were only the planned events.  There is no way to calculate the additional impact of what guests did in their spare time during the 3 to 4 day event.
Jim concluded his presentation by noting that the primary use of dues will be for Advertising/PR for the group after the initial expenses associated with incorporating and forming the 501 (C) (6). He also noted that the group was in need of volunteers for the by-laws committee scheduled to meet within one to two weeks of the first meeting.

The meeting ended with a lively, interesting question/answer/comment period from the floor.  The acting secretary, who became busy helping new members who asked questions before being directed to the sign-up table where they could complete an application and pay initial dues was not available to take notes to give the details of that discussion in these minutes.

Respectfully Submitted,
Becky Byous

2/22/09

Acting Sectretary, SWTC

