Minutes -  2nd Meeting of The Savannah Wedding Tourism Council
                  Tuesday, 3/10/2009
The second meeting if the newly formed Savannah Wedding Tourism Council was informally called to order by acting President, James Byous, at 1:20  PM on Tuesday, March 10, 2009.

The meeting was held at Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse at the corner of  Bay and Whitaker Streets.  Member Businesses in attendance were:
Scott Decker, Something Blue Magazine

Bryan Stovall, Bryan Stovall Gallery and Studio

Jim & Becky Byous, An Affair To Remember/J Byous Photography

Raven Leonard, River Street Sweets

Chris Wray, Savannah Marketing

Rev. Doug McGarity, A Perfect Wedding, Officiant

Kai Williams, Country Inn & Suites

Bryan Roussell, Roussell’s Garden

Amanda Hollowell, Classic Party Rentals

Bob DiBella, Armstrong Center
Toni Scomo, Savannah Event Décor

Mark Scomo, Savannah Event Décor

Madeline Warren, Elegant Gifts

Chris Wray, Savannah Marketing

Visitors who attended were:

Pamela Thompson, Savannah Quarters

Brittany Madonna, Savannah Quarters

Tracey Walters, Holiday Inn Express, Gateway

Marcus Baumgartner, Marcus Ian Photography

Jeff Kaar, First City Events

Beth Smithberger, Cobblestone Photography

Paul Kennedy, Paul Kennedy Catering

Jim Byous, acting President, called the informal meeting to order by thanking members for attending and welcoming guests.  Jim gave a brief review of the purpose of the group for the guests and guests were given the same information packet given out at the first meeting for their information.
Jim thanked Raquel White, General Manager at Ruth’s Chris, for their hospitality and the delicious shrimp cocktail hors d’eouvres and beverages that were served.

Raquel gave a brief introduction and history on Ruth’s Chris and their facility and introduced us to Jamie Durrence, their new Events Planner.  

Jim gave a report to the group on progress made since the first meeting.  That included the following:

1.  Minutes of meetings are now available on the website each month in addition to being emailed to members.

2.  A bank account has been opened at Darby Bank.  The Bank card we had been waiting for arrived via UPS the morning of the meeting.  This card would enable the incorporation of the group to proceed.

3.  The Treasurer’s Report was read.  It stated that we currently had $1198.00 in the bank and that there had been no disbursements to date.  There were three more checks, totaling $700  just received to be deposited at the time of the meeting.  

4.  The bylaws committee had met and written the bylaws which were currently back with the committee for review and final edit.  Voting on the bylaws will be done by email this month so they will be in place before our fiscal year begins April 1, 2009.
5.  It was announced that every business that had joined had been added to the Group website.

6.  It was announced that the group is now represented on Face Book thanks to Bryan Stovall’s good work. 

7.  It was announced that we had added four new members since the first meeting and that we had one resignation.  Judge Emory Bazemore, Retired, a wedding officiant had sent a very kind email stating that he had taken as job as a legal consultant and would not be continuing with the group.  He kindly wished us well in all endeavors.
8.  Jim explained that he, along with Bryan Stovall and Becky Byous had met with Mr. Joe Marinelli, President of the Savannah CVB and Melissa Yao, VP of Communications for the CVB.  The meeting was cordial and helpful to both entities.  The group spent a bit over an hour discussing our goals and plans and ways in which we could be helpful to each other as organizations.  We all agreed that our ultimate goals are very similar.  Mr. Marinelli kindly offered to come and speak to the group at some future date and we will be happy to take him up on that offer in the near future.

9.  It was announced that we officially begin our fiscal year on 4/1/2009 according to the new, yet to be voted on, bylaws.  We will be voting on officers and board members in April. We seek suggestions on how to continue meetings for social networking, sharing of ideas, etc.  We want to vary the times of day meetings are held so that everyone involved is able to attend as often as possible. We encourage your suggestions and we may poll members to see what time of day and what days work best.

10.  For founding members who paid a $50 payment at the first meeting, the balance of $150 is needed for us to proceed.  We will be sending out a notice and we will be flexible, accepting the payments in increments for those who need to pay that way.  We acknowledge that times are difficult economically and we want to make it possible for as many businesses to join as we can.
11.  Once the dues are in we will begin the two next important steps:

      (a)  Step one is to begin the paper work to form the 501 (C) (6), and

      (b)  Step two to hire a professional to optimize our website so that we can begin to

             maximize web exposure for member businesses.  

12.  Members were reminded to make every attempt to link to our website from their own sites so that we can have immediate benefits.  We don’t currently have a logo, but this can be done without one.  Anyone needing help with this is asked to call us.

13.  Visitors were asked to introduce themselves and their businesses and we emphasized that we had applications available.  Beth Smithberger of Cobblestone Photography submitted her application and check before leaving the meeting.

14.  The three ways of reaching our website were given as:

        www.SavannahWeddingCouncil.org
        www.Savannah Wedding Council.com

        www.Wedding TourismCouncil.org

15.  It was announced that the April meeting date, time and place would be announced within the next two weeks.

16.  Discussion about getting the Membership Committee together within the next couple of weeks took place.  The committee will decide a time, date and location.

After taking a few questions from the floor, the meeting was adjourned and the group continued with food and visiting.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Becky Byous

3/17/09

Acting Sectretary, SWTC

