Dear Wedding, Tourism and Hospitality professionals,

Join us in a frontal attack on the recession and on job loss in the Savannah area.

We would like to introduce to you the Savannah Wedding Tourism Council (SWTC) and invite you to join.  The SWTC is formed from members of the hospitality, tourism and wedding industries.  We have banded together to promote Savannah globally as a destination wedding venue while serving as a resource for local brides.  
The ceremony and reception are only the beginning of the revenue produced by a destination wedding. Businesses in these industries realize -- the guest of a destination bride is, by default, automatically a tourist.  They stay in our hotels, dine in our restaurants, take our tours and purchase our goods and services for a per-wedding-average stay of two to three days.  SWTC is the first organization to combine these three industries in a concerted campaign to save Savannah jobs and stimulate our local economy.

On Tuesday, February 10th, a core group of founding businesses gathered and created the Savannah Wedding Tourism Council.  Until now, Savannah has had no organization dedicated to Wedding Tourism with the primary function of promoting our city and area to brides around the world.  With our collective knowledge of the wedding, tourism and hospitality industries, our skills and combined resources can create a powerful promotional tool that reaches far beyond what any business can do singularly.

SWTC’s goal is to bring more weddings to Savannah by doing the following:

1. Create a website and proactively attract brides and the information they and their guests seek – wedding services and venues, tours, accommodations, shopping and all other activities associated with tourism.

2. Promote scheduling of week-day weddings to augment our lucrative weekend wedding industry and the tourist that accompany.

3. Proactively advertising and improve search engine optimization for members giving greater visibility on the World Wide Web.

4. Be a collective voice to the City of Savannah, the Convention and Visitors Bureau and to the State of Georgia regarding the wedding industry and its strong interconnection with the tourism and hospitality industries.

SWTC will be an educational source and data resource for members. With our combined experience and knowledge of the wedding industry we can promote, educate and influence the public in Savannah and around the world.  By improving the status of all, we improve the condition of the individual.  
You can view the website at www.SavannahWeddingCouncil.org. Attached is an application for membership and our suggested dues are on it.  By-laws are now being created to finalize those dues as well as making the rules we will operate under.  We  need volunteers for two other committees that will be forming in the near future.  Those are the Membership Committee and the Publicity/Fundraising Committee.
Work with us to be proactive and productive during these trying economic times.  The businesses that have signed on thus far are:
A Perfect Wedding

An Affair To Remember, J Byous Photography

Annette Jones Floral

Bryan Stovall Gallery Studio

Classic Party Rentals

Coastal Heritage Soc/RR Roundhouse 

Coastal Heritage Soc/Ft. Jackson

Country Inn & Suites

Elegant Gifts

Hamilton-Turner Inn

Hostess City Celebrations

Judge Emory Bazemore, Retired

Kiwi Fleur

Mobile Music 1

Rev. Will Barnes

River Street Sweets

Roussell’s Garden Inn

Savannah Marketing

Something Blue

The Mackey House

Others who have attended and/or called or emailed to express interest to date are:

Inn at Ellis Square, Avia Hotels, Gray Line Tours, Kelly Tours, Old Savannah Tours, Bryson Hall,  Christopher Kohut of Ceremonial Lutening, Savannah Hideaways, The Savannah Inn and Savannah Event Décor.  Many others have requested information via phone calls or email.
If you have any questions at all, please call:

1. James Byous, J Byous Photography @ 912-656-6539 byous@weddingtourismcouncil.org .
2. Becky Byous, An Affair To Remember @ 912-656-6541 beckybyous@weddingsavannah.com
3. Lisa Ballard, Bluewater PR @ 912-220-1179 lballard@bluewaterpr.com
We look forward to hearing from you.

Regards,

Jim and Becky Byous
(For:  The Savannah Wedding Tourism Council)

An Affair To Remember, J Byous Photography

www.WeddingSavannah.com   www.JByousPhoto.com 
